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TN Titans return from bye to host Jaguars

Team's Head Coach. As a 
member of the Bill Walsh Advi-
sory Council, Rivera has consis-
tently shown great commitment 
to the fellowship and demon-
strated support for the mission 
behind the program. 
 "I believe the impact that the 
Bill Walsh Diversity Coaching 
Fellowship and Nunn-Wooten 
Scouting Fellowship has had on 
our game is truly remarkable, it 
has opened up so many opportu-
nities for coaches and personnel 
executives that otherwise may 
not have gotten them, especially 
men and women of color" said 
Washington Football Coach 
RON RIVERA. "These fellow-

Bill Walsh and Nunn-Wooten 
NFL diversity fellowships 
from sports page 1  

ships both give deserving men 
and women the opportunity to get 
their foot in the door and pursue 
a career that they are passionate 
about. As someone who took part 
in an NFL coaching internship to 
start my career, I appreciate that 
by getting that opportunity, I 
earned everything I've achieved 
from that point on." 
 These fellowships also serve to 
help former collegiate football 
players and NFL Legends, in-
cluding Orlando Franklin and 
Clint McMillian get back into the 
game. Franklin, a former seven-
year NFL veteran, interned with 
the 49ers this past summer. At the 
end of his fellowship, Franklin 
accepted a coaching position in 
San Francisco. Former Florida 
State defensive tackle Clint 
McMillan was brought on to the 
Titans staff following the end of 
his fellowship with the club. 
This year through the Nunn-
Wooten Fellowship, the Chicago 
Bears hired their first full-time fe-
male scout, Ashton Washington. 
Washington entered training 
camp as a player personnel intern 
as part of the fellowship and now 
works in a full-time scouting role, 
demonstrating the focused devel-
opment this fellowship offers and 
the growing strength of the NFL's 
pipeline. 
 
 "The annual Bill Walsh Diversity 
Coaching and Nunn-Wooten 
Scouting fellowships provide us 
with an excellent resource to 
further support diversity and in-
clusion across our Football Oper-
ations opportunities, as well as 
work alongside talented up-and-
coming coaches and scouts" said 
Chicago Bears General Manager 
RYAN PACE. "We have made 
several full-time hires through the 
program, most recently Ashton 
Washington as Scouting Assis-

Wanted: Volunteers for MLK 
Days of Service for Jan. 13-17

Tennessee Titans (8-4) vs. Jack-
sonville Jaguars (2-10) 
Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 • Noon 
CST • Nissan Stadium • Nash-
ville, Tenn. • TV: CBS 
 
NASHVILLE — This week the 
Tennessee Titans (8-4) return 
from their bye to host the AFC 
South rival Jacksonville Jaguars 
(2-10). Kickoff at Nissan Sta-
dium (capacity 69,143) is sched-
uled for noon CST on Sunday, 
Dec. 12. 
The contest marks the second of 
two annual meetings between the 
Titans and Jaguars, following 
their Oct. 10 clash in Jackson-
ville. Running back Derrick 
Henry rushed for three touch-
downs, and safety Kevin Byard 
provided a touchdown on de-
fense to help the Titans to a 37-
19 victory. 
 
Sunday's contest will be re-
gionally televised on CBS, in-
cluding Nashville affiliate 
WTVF NewsChannel 5. The 
broadcast team includes play-by-
play announcer Spero Dedes and 
analyst Jay Feely. 
Fans can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from 
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and 

Android), as well as on desktop 
computers and mobile web at 
TennesseeTitans.com. Restric-
tions apply. For information and 
more streaming options visit Ten-
nesseeTitans.com or 
NFL.com/ways-to-watch. 
The Titans Radio Network and 
Nashville flagship 104.5 The 
Zone will carry the game across 
the Mid-South with the “Voice of 
the Titans” Mike Keith, analyst 
Dave McGinnis, sideline reporter 
Amie Wells and gameday host 
Rhett Bryan. 
 
TITANS HOLD DIVISION 
LEAD WITH FIVE GAMES 
REMAINING 
  The Titans exit their Week 13 
bye with a grip on the AFC South 
lead and five weeks remaining in 
the regular season, including 
three games for the Titans at Nis-
san Stadium. They hold an edge 
in the standings and earned a 
head-to-head tiebreaker over the 
7-6 Indianapolis Colts, who are 

off this week on their bye. 
The Titans built their division 
lead by winning eight of their 
first 10 games, including a six-
game winning streak, before 
dropping their past two contests 
to the Houston Texans and New 
England Patriots. Nevertheless, 
they have their biggest lead in 
the division standings through 12 
games or later since 2008, when 
they began the season 11-1. 
Through Sunday, Dec. 5, the Ti-

tans were one of four 8-4 clubs 
atop the AFC, along with the Pa-
triots, Baltimore Ravens and 
Kansas City Chiefs, and pending 
a Monday night (Dec. 6) 
matchup between the Patriots 
and Buffalo Bills (7-4). 
The bye came at a time that could 

Great Outdoors Group, owner of Bass Pro and 
more, call off merger with Sportsman’s Warehouse

From 
 The Fishing Wire.com 

 
Great Outdoors Group, owner of 
the Bass Pro, Cabels’a and White 
River Marine Group, and Sports-
man’s Warehouse Holdings Inc. 
have called off their merger deal, 
according to a regulatory filing 
on Thursday. 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, which 
is a publicly-traded company, 
said in the filing, “The decision 

to terminate the Merger Agree-
ment follows feedback from the 
Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) that led the parties to be-
lieve that they would not have 
obtained FTC clearance to con-
summate the Merger.” 
The acquisition was expected to 
close in the second half of 2021. 
Under the termination agree-
ment, Great Outdoors Group 
agreed to pay Sportsman’s Ware-
house a termination fee of $55.0 
million. 

On December 21, 2020, The 
Great American Outdoors Group 
agreed to purchase Sportsman’s 
Warehouse for $18 per share in 
cash, equating to about an $800 
million purchase price. The price 
represents a 42 percent premium 
versus Sportsman’s Warehouse’s 
closing price of $12.65 on De-
cember 20, just before the deal 
was announced. 
Shares of Sportsman’s Ware-
house were trading down about 
8.5 percent in pre-market trading 

Friday after the news arrived late 
Thursday. 
At the time of the announced ac-
quisition, Cabela’s and Bass Pro 
combined operated 169 stores 
while Sportsman’s Warehouse 
operated 112. The size of 
Cabela’s and Bass Pro generally 
range from 100,000-to-200,000 
square feet while Sportsman’s 
Warehouse’s locations range 
from 15,000 to 65,000 square 
feet. 
 

B.A.S.S. hooks VMC as the new Bassmaster 
Tournament Trail supporting sponsor in ‘22 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — VMC, 
a Rapala Respected Brand 
known for their award-winning 
hooks for every style of fishing, 
rigs, jigs and terminal tackle, has 
signed a multiyear agreement to 
serve as a supporting sponsor for 
the Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail. Additionally, the new 
VMC Monster Bag prize will 
award an additional $2,000 to the 
angler who weighs in the heav-

iest single-day catch of the event 
at every Elite Series tournament. 
The addition of the VMC Mon-
ster Bag prize is capturing the at-
tention of fans and Elite Series 
pros alike. 
 
“Take it from me, VMC is the 
sharpest, baddest hook in tourna-
ment fishing,” said two-time 
Bassmaster Angler of the Year 
Gerald Swindle. “I can’t wait to 
get paid to carry the VMC Mon-
ster Bag to the scales.” 

As a tournament sponsor, VMC 
will not only be featured during 
Bassmaster LIVE broadcasts on 
the FOX Sports platforms, but 
will also enjoy exposure to enthu-
siastic fans of sportfishing and 
B.A.S.S. members during tourna-
ment weigh-ins as well as across 
Bassmaster.com, Bassmaster and 
B.A.S.S. Times magazines and 
various social media platforms. 
“Our fans tune in to Bassmaster 
LIVE for incredible coverage of 
every catch, learning from the 
pros about techniques that will 
help them become a better angler, 
and then eagerly cheer on their 
favorite pros during weigh-ins,” 
said B.A.S.S. chairman and CEO 
Chase Anderson. “We’re excited 
to welcome VMC as a new part-
ner and showcase the hooks some 
of the sport’s most successful 
pros — like Seth Feider, Brandon 
Palaniuk and Mike Iaconelli — 
use when landing every fish 
matters. The last few years, 
B.A.S.S. fans have been treated 
to record-breaking limits, and we 
can’t wait to see who will take 
home the new VMC Monster 
Bag prize when the Elite Series 
heads to some of the country’s 
best big bass factories during the 
2022 season.” 

In addition to sponsoring the 
Elite Series VMC Monster Bag 
prize, VMC will be a supporting 
sponsor for the Bassmaster Elite 
Series, Bassmaster Opens Series, 
Bassmaster College Series pre-
sented by Bass Pro Shops, 
Mossy Oak Fishing Bassmaster 
High School Series presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors, 
Bassmaster Team Championship 
and the grass-roots TNT Fire-
works B.A.S.S. Nation regional 
and championship tournaments. 
“VMC is one of our most historic 
brands under the portfolio of 
brands at Rapala VMC,” said 
Matt Jensen, Rapala USA direc-
tor of marketing. “Here in the 
U.S., it has been our fastest-
growing brand year after year for 
the past eight years. With the in-
novation VMC has brought to 
market it has proven itself to be 
a top hook brand in tournament 
fishing today, and we are excited 
to partner with Bassmaster and 
grow VMC into a supporting 
sponsor.  
“The VMC Monster Bag at Elite 
events is going to be the talk of 
the town. Bassmaster is all about 
‘Big Bass. Big Stage. Big 
Dreams.’ Well now, VMC will 
add ‘Big Bags’ to the mix, and 

"I believe the impact that the 
Bill Walsh Diversity Coaching 
Fellowship and Nunn-Wooten 
Scouting Fellowship has had 
on our game is truly remark-
able, it has opened up so 
many opportunities for 
coaches and personnel ex-
ecutives that otherwise may 
not have gotten them, espe-
cially men and women of 
color" said Washington Foot-
ball Coach Ron Rivera. 

“Take it from me, VMC is the 
sharpest, baddest hook in 
tournament fishing,” said 
two-time Bassmaster Angler 
of the Year Gerald Swindle. “I 
can’t wait to get paid to carry 
the VMC Monster Bag to the 
scales.” 

excite pros and fans with the new 
VMC Monster Bag prize!” 
 
About VMC 
With more than two centuries of 
experience, the innovative crafts-
manship of VMC design shows 
in every product. Award-winning 
hooks for every style of fishing, 
many with first-to-market fea-
tures, plus rigs, jigs and terminal 
tackle second to none. VMC is 
one of several legendary fishing 
lure brands that belong to the Ra-
pala family. Learn more, visit 
Rapala.com. 
 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Carhartt Bassmaster Col-
lege Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship, Bassmaster 
Kayak Series powered by Tour-
neyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Red-
fish Cup Championship 
presented by Skeeter .

MEMPHIS, Tenn., November 
30, 2021 – Volunteer Memphis is 
calling for service project part-
ners and volunteers for its 6th an-
nual MLK Days of Service 
January 13 – 17, 2022. Any or-
ganizations interested in hosting 
or registering their service proj-
ects during the event should con-
tact Reneé Frazier, Interim 
Director of Volunteer Memphis 
and Community Outreach at 
rfrazier@leadershipmemphis.org
. Volunteers wanting to sign-up 
for MLK Days of Service can 
register online at volunteermem-
phis.org. Registration will close 
on January 7, 2022. 
“Volunteer Memphis is proud to 
honor Dr. King’s legacy through 
volunteerism during MLK Days 
of Service. We believe that by 
connecting volunteers with com-
munities in need, we build 
bridges and help move the Mid-
South closer to Dr. King’s vision 

of the ‘beloved community,’” 
said Reggie Crenshaw, President 
and CEO of Leadership Memphis 
and Volunteer Memphis. 
 MLK Days of Service is a vol-
unteer event designed to engage 
volunteers and impact com-
munities across the Mid-South. 
Volunteer Memphis is partnering 
with organizations to offer vol-
unteer opportunities January 13 – 
17.   
 Last year, Volunteer Memphis 
and its partners completed more 
than 5,000 hours of service ac-
ross 10 Mid-South counties span-
ning Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi. This year, Volunteer 
Memphis hopes to do even more. 
Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing during MLK Days of Service, 
or registering their volunteer 
project for the event, can find 
more information on the Vol-
unteer Memphis website at vol-
unteermemphis.org. 

tant. She is an incredible addition 
to the club and her strong recruit-
ing and operations experience ac-
ross numerous levels of play 
brings a unique and valued per-
spective to our scouting team. 
We're proud to be taking an im-
portant step as we continue to 
build upon our efforts to show 
that football is for everyone." 
 While most fellowships occur 
during Training Camp, mini-
camp, or organized team activ-
ities, some clubs choose to 
extend their Fellows into the sea-
son. The extensions of these fel-
lowships highlight clubs' 
continued dedication to devel-
oping a diverse pipeline of per-
sonnel. For the Bill Walsh 
Fellowship, these clubs include: 
the Arizona Cardinals, Houston 
Texans, New England Patriots, 
Philadelphia Eagles, Seattle Sea-
hawks, San Francisco 49ers, and 
Tennessee Titans. As for the 
Nunn-Wooten Fellowship, the 
extensions came from the Balti-
more Ravens, Buffalo Bills, Chi-
cago Bears, Los Angeles Rams, 
and the San Francisco 49ers. 
 In addition to the annual in-per-
son fellowships, virtual programs 
were established in 2020 and 
continued this year as an ad-
ditional development opportu-
nity. These virtual sessions, 
hosted by coaches and personnel 
executives at clubs, focused on 
advancement and mentorship, 
providing an opportunity for mi-
nority coaches and scouts to 
further their skillset, enhance 
their knowledge of the game, and 
engage with other colleagues 
around the league. 
 
This year's speakers for the vir-
tual Bill Walsh Fellowship pro-
grams included: 
 
·  Atlanta Falcons Special Teams 
Coordinator Marquice Williams, 
 
·Cleveland Browns Assistant De-
fensive Backs Coach Brandon 
Lynch,  
 
· Tampa Bay Buccaneers Assis-
tant Wide Receivers Coach Thad 
Lewis, and 
 
·Washington Football Team 
Head Coach Ron Rivera. 
 
This year's speakers for the vir-
tual Nunn-Wooten Fellowship 
programs included: 
 
·  Kansas City Chiefs Executive 
Director of Player Personnel 
Ryan Poles, 
 
· Minnesota Vikings National 
Scout Chisom Opara, and 
 
·  Philadelphia Eagles Director of 
Player Personnel Brandon 
Brown. 
 
The 2022 Bill Walsh Diversity 
Coaching Fellowship and Nunn-
Wooten Scouting Fellowship ap-
plications will open in March 
2022. 

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual  
Black History special in February 2022!

The Titans built their division 
lead by winning eight of their 
first 10 games, including a 
six-game winning streak, be-
fore dropping their past two 
contests to the Houston 
Texans and New England Pa-
triots. Nevertheless, they have 
their biggest lead in the divi-
sion standings through 12 
games or later since 2008, 
when they began the season 
11-1. 

prove useful to a Titans squad 
that has endured a significant 
rash of injuries. They have 18 
players on injured reserve and 
one additional player on the re-
serve/COVID-19 list (as of Dec. 
6). Already in 2021 they have 
used an NFL-high 86 players, 
and the Titans' 49 starters are tied 
with the Texans for the second-
highest total in the league behind 
the New Orleans Saints (51). 
 
THE JAGUARS 
The Jaguars, who lost 37-7 on the 
road last week against the Los 
Angeles Rams, are in their first 
season under the direction of 
head coach Urban Meyer. Meyer 
built an 87-32 record as a college 
head coach, most recently at 
Ohio State from 2012 to 2018. 
He won a pair of national cham-
pionships during his time at Flor-
ida (2006 and 2008) and one 
national title at Ohio State 
(2014). While at Ohio State, 
Meyer's coaching staff included 
current Titans head coach Mike 
Vrabel. He retained Vrabel as the 
defensive line coach for the 
Buckeyes from 2012 to 2013 be-
fore the future Titans coach 
headed to the Houston Texans in 
2014. 


